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GOOD AFTERNOON — MY NAME IS ROGER HICKEY.  I’M CO-DIRECTOR OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR AMERICA’S FUTURE.  AND I AM VERY PROUD TO HAVE HELPED BRING TOGETHER — WITH THE COOPERATION OF OUR PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS — THIS ENORMOUS GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO WANT TO WORK TOGETHER TO TAKE BACK AMERICA.   

YOU ALL HAVE COME HERE TO THIS CONFERENCE FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY.  AND FOR EVERY ONE OF YOU HERE IN THIS BALLROOM, THERE ARE LITERALLY THOUSANDS MORE BACK HOME — IN EVERY STATE IN THE UNION — WHO HAVE DECIDED THAT THIS IS THE YEAR WE’VE GOT TO TAKE A STAND — THAT THE STAKES ARE TOO HIGH TO LEAVE THE DEBATE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY JUST TO THE POLITICIANS.   AND SO WE ARE ENLISTING FOR THE FIGHT — WE ARE GOING TO SPEND THE REST OF THE YEAR ENGAGING — AND TALKING WITH — OUR FELLOW CITIZENS ABOUT WHAT’S A STAKE.  

GEORGE W. BUSH’S TAX CUTS FOR THE WEALTHY HAVE IMPOVERISHED OUR COUNTRY BY SHRINKING THE RESOURSES AVAILABLE TO INVEST IN ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL.  WE REJECT HIS FAILED ECONOMIC POLICY OF GREED AND CLASS WARFARE.

GEORGE W. BUSH HAS DIVIDED AMERICANS BY RACE AND BY CLASS AND BY GENDER AND BY SEXUAL PREFERENCE.  

WE DEMAND NEW LEADERSHIP THAT WILL BRING AMERICANS TOGETHER.  

GEORGE W. BUSH HAS PURSUED A RECKLESS, UNILATERAL FOREIGN POLICY THAT HAS PITTED AMERICA AGAINST OUR ALLIES AND HAS PUT YOUNG AMERICAN MEN AND WOMEN IN HARM’S WAY — WITH MORE THAN 800 US FATALITIES AND MANY MORE GREVIOUSLY WOUNDED.   

HIS FOREIGN POLICY IS NOT OUR FOREIGN POLICY.  

AS YOU’VE JUST HEARD FROM STAN GREENBERG AND MARIA ECHAVESTE — THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE WITH US.     THE CBS NEWS POLL finds THAT 65 percent now say the country is on the wrong track — matching the highest number ever recorded BY CBS since the question was first asked in the mid-1980’s.     

Only 30 percent currently say things in this country are headed in the right direction.    

[One year ago, in April 2003, 56 percent of Americans said the country was headed in the right direction.]

6 in 10 americans now say the war in iraq was not worth the costs

 — the lost lives, the drain on our budget, THE SPLIT WITH OUR ALLIES, and the increase in terroism in the middle east and around the world.   

BUT AS WE LEARNED IN 2000, IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO HAVE A MAJORITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE STATE THEIR PREFERENCE.   THIS YEAR, WE NEED TO MOBILIZE FOR A LANDSLIDE.

WE HAVE TO REINFORCE THE IDEA THAT OUR COUNTRY NEEDS A BIG CHANGE OF DIRECTION.  AND WE MUST SHOW THEM ALL THE WAYS THE CONSERVATIVE ECONOMIC POLICIES ARE UNDERMINING OUR PROSPERITY — AND HOW COMMON SENSE “KITCHEN TABLE” ECONOMICS COULD MAKE OUR LIVES BETTER — FROM CREATING GOOD JOBS TO INVESTING IN OUR KIDS TO MAKING HEALTH CARE AFFORDABLE AND AVAILABLE TO ALL.

WE CAN REACH OUT TO THE UNDECIDEDS — BUT AT THE SAME TIME WE NEED TO ENERGIZE PEOPLE WHOM DEMOCRATIC POLITICIANS OFTEN CALL “OUR BASE.”    bECAUSE AFRICAN-AMERICANS AND women and HISPANICS AND UNION MEMBERS ARE OFTEN PROGRESSIVE IN THEIR VOTING HABITS, THAT IS NOT A REASON TO TAKE THEM FOR GRANTED.  THAT IS A REASON TO REACH OUT AND MOBILIZE THEM AROUND SPECIFIC ISSUES THEY CARE ABOUT — AND AROUND A VISION FOR POSITIVE CHANGE WORTH FIGHTING FOR.  [AND WORTH VOTING FOR.]

AND WE’VE GOT TO MAKE SURE THAT ALL OUR PEOPLE ARE REGISTERED, THAT ALL WHO ARE REGISTERED GET OUT TO VOTE,   AND WE’VE GOT TO DEMAND THAT EVERY VOTE GETS COUNTED.   BECAUSE WE’VE LEARNED THAT WE HAVE TO FIGHT FOR THE BASIC RULES OF DEMOCRACY.  

SO NOW, FOR A BRIEF MOMENT, I WANT YOU ALL TO CLOSE YOUR EYES AND IMAGINE ONE LEVEL OF SUCCESS IN THE FIGHT TO tAKE BACK AMERICA:  

IT’S January 2005, AND bush is headed back to texas and cheney back to halliburton.   feels good, right?  

But IF YOU THINK ALL OUR TROUBLES ARE BEHIND US, IF YOU THINK WE CAN ALL JUST SIT BACK OR TAKE IMPORTANT JOBS IN A NEW ADMINISTRATION AND EVERYTHING WILL BE JUST FINE — YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND AMERICA’S POLITICAL SYSTEM.  OR THE FORCES WE ARE UP AGAINST.     THAT’S WHEN THE REAL WORK BEGINS.  

CHANGING THE OCCUPANT OF THE WHITE HOUSE IS A GOOD FIRST STEP.  IT WILL STOP SOME OF THE MADNESS.  BUT MILLIONS OF AMERICANS WILL STILL BE WITHOUT HEALTH CARE, CORPORATIONS WILL CONTINUE TO EXPORT JOBS AND SLASH BENEFITS HERE AT HOME, THE TRIBUNES OF OFFICIAL WASHINGTON WILL TELL THE NEXT PRESIDENT THAT HE CANNOT AFFORD TO INVEST IN CHILDREN — OR IN THE APOLLO PROJECT FOR ENERGH INDEPENDENCE — UNTIL HE’S CLEANED UP THE BUDGET MESS that THE LAST ADMINISTRATION LEFT BEHIND.  AND THE ORGANIZED, LAVISHLY-FUNDED VAST RIGHT WING CONSPIRACY WILL MOUNT SAVAGE ATTACKS ON ANY NEW PRESIDENT THAT TRIES TO BREAK OUT OF THE CONSERVATIVE ORTHODOXY THAT SAYS THAT CORPORATIONS AND THE WEALTHY ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN WORKING PEOPLE IN THE CLAIMS THEY CAN MAKE ON THEIR GOVERNMENT. 

WE IN THIS ROOM are going to go all out in this crucial year.  But we all KNOW FULL WELL — IN THE WORDS OF GOV. HOWARD DEAN — THAT CHANGING THE WHITE HOUSE IS IMPORTANT, BUT IT IS JUST THE FIRST STEP.  we’ve got to keep our eyes on the prize — which is changing the power relationships and the political culture of washington — and that will require mobilizing a powerful new progressive majority out there in america.   

OUR SPEAKERS IN THIS SESSION KNOW QUITE A LOT ABOUT STANDING UP TO AND DEFEATING THE MOST REACTIONARY RIGHT-WING ELEMENTS IN AMERICAN LIFE — AND THEY HAVE A PROVEN TRACK RECORD OF SEIZING THE MOMENT TO MOBILIZE A NEW PROGRESSIVE MAJORITY FOR FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE.  and they are organization builders for the long haul

JULIAN BOND — WHO WILL SEND US OFF THIS AFTERNOON — helped begin THE DISMANTLING OF AMERICA’S VERSION OF APARTHEID.  AND AS CHAIR OF THE NAACP, HE WILL BE MOBILIZING ONE OF OUR COUNTRY’S MAJOR CITIZEN ARMIES FOR JUSTICE.

BUT FIRST WE WILL HEAR FROM AN INCREDIBLE DYNAMIC DUO — WES BOYD AND JOAN BLADES OF MOVEON.ORG --WHO HAVE REVOLUTIONIZED THE WAY WE ALL THINK ABOUt IMPACTing THE POLITICAL SYSTEM.   THEY RECENTLY PUBLISHED A NEW BOOK, AND ITS TITLE SAYS WHAT WES AND JOAN ARE ALL ABOUT.  iT’S CALLED “50 WAYS TO LOVE YOUR COUNTRY:   HOW TO FIND YOUR POLITICAL VOICE AND BECOME A CATALYST FOR CHANGE”.   

BY NOW ALL OF US KNOW THE STORY.  IN THE DEPTHS OF THE CLINTON IMPEACHMENT, THESE TWO SILICON VALLEY ENTREPRENEURS STARTED SHARING AN EMAIL WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY — WITH THE COMMON-SENSE DEMAND THAT CONGRESS SHOULD PERHAPS CENSURE THE PRESIDENT BUT THEN “MOVEON.”  THAT STARTED A SNOWBALL THAT HAS SINCE BECOME AN AVALANCE OF CREATIVE CITIZEN ACTIVISM.   MOVEON.ORG NOW HAS A MEMBERSHIP OF OVER 2 MILLION MEMBERS — THAT’S LARGER THAN THE CHRISTIAN COALITION AT THE PEAK OF ITS INFLUENCE.   [AND YOU COULDN’T FIND TWO PEOPLE MORE UNLIKE THOSE SCARY TV PREACHERS WHO WANT US ALL TO REPENT, SEND MONEY, AND VOTE REPUBLICAN.]  

I THINK WE ALL KNOW —  THAT THE CITIZEN’S MOVEMENT TO CHALLENGE GEORGE BUSH’S PRE-EMPTIVE WAR IN IRAQ WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN AS WIDESPREAD OR AS SOPHISTICATED WITHOUT THE VERY SMART ORGANIZING BY MOVEON — IN SUPPORT OF GROUPS LIKE WIN WITHOUT WAR.   THEY HAVE TAKEN ON MANY OTHER ISSUES, BUT THE COMMON DENOMINATOR HAS BEEN CAMPAIGNS THAT EMPOWER CITIZENS TO FIND THEIR VOICE — AND THAT EXPAND THE NETWORK OF ACTIVISM.

MANY OF YOU ARE HERE AT THIS CONFERENCE BECAUSE OF WES AND JOAN AND THE AMAZING STAFF THEY HAVE ATTRACTED TO MOVEON.   ON A PERSONAL NOTE, THEY HAVE BEEN INCREDIBLY GENEROUS — NOT ONLY WITH THEIR RESOURCES AND THEIR LISTS — BUT ALSO WITH THEIR PERSONAL TIME AND ENERGY — AND WITH THEIR WISDOM.   THE CAMPAIGN FOR AMERICA’S FUTURE HAS WORKED WITH THEM ON BIG JOINT EFFORTS FOR THE FAIR TAXES FOR ALL COALITION, ON MEDICARE, ON BUILDING THE APOLLO PROJECT FOR ENERGY AND JOBS — AND ON EDUCATION,/ HELPING OVER A QUARTER MILLION AMERICANS FIND THEIR VOICE TO PUBLICLY REJECT SECRETARY ROD PAIGE’S DESCRIPTION OF TEACHERS’ UNIONS AS TERRORISTS./   

ON EVERY JOINT EFFORT — INCLUDING THIS CONFERENCE, THEIR REFRESHING ATTITUDE HAS ALWAYS BEEN ONE OF OPENNESS AND  SHARING.  THEIR VISION IS AN EXPANDING PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT THAT LEARNS FROM THE PEOPLE.  

LATER ON THIS EVENING WE ARE GOING TO HONOR THE WHOLE MOVEON.ORG CREW BY GIVING THEM THE PAUL WELLSTONE CITIZEN LEADERSHIP AWARD.   BUT NOW WE HAVE THE HONOR OF LEARNING FROM THEM.   

WES AND JOAN — WE INVITE YOU TO SHARE YOUR INSIGHTS ABOUT HOW TO TAKE BACK AMERICA.  

BY THE TIME JULIAN BOND WAS 20 YEARS OLD HE HAD ALREADY HELPED LEAD THE MOVEMENT THAT BEGAN DISMANTLING OFFICIAL SEGREGATION IN GEORGIA, AND HE HAD GONE ON TO HELP FOUND THE LEGENDARY STUDENT NON-VIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE.   HE HELPED TO PLAN — AND COMMUNICATE TO THE REST OF THE WORLD — SNCC’S CRUSADE TO GAIN POLITICAL POWER FOR THE POOREST, MOST DISENFRANCHIZED AMERICANS IN SOME OF THE MOST DANGEROUS PARTS OF THE JIM CROW SOUTH.  

BY THE TIME HE WAS 30 YEARS OLD, JULIAN BOND HAD BEEN ELECTED TO THE GEORGIA LEGISLATURE, WHOSE ALL WHITE MEMBERS REFUSED TO SEAT HIM BECAUSE OF HIS OPPOSITION TO THE WAR IN VIETNAM.  HE WAS THEN RE-ELECTED, AND UN-SEATED AGAIN.  IT TOOK A THIRD ELECTION AND A UNANIMOUS DECISION OF THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT BEFORE DEMOCRACY WAS FINALLY ENFORCED AND JULIAN BOND ENTERED THE LEGISLATURE.  ALSO BEFORE HE WAS THIRTY HE LED AN INSURGENT GEORGIA DELEGATION TO THE 1968 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION, WHERE THEY CHALLENGED AND REPLACED THE SEGREGATIONIST “REGULAR” DEMOCRATIC PARTY DELEGATION.  AND AT THAT CONVENTION HE WAS NOMINATED FOR VICE-PRESIDENT — HAVING TO TURN DOWN THE HONOR BECAUSE HE WAS TOO YOUNG.  

NOW I WAS IN SCHOOL IN ALABAMA AND VIRGINIA IN THOSE DAYS, AND FOR YOUNG SOUTHERN REBELS — BLACK AND WHITE — JULIAN BOND WAS AN ABSOLUTE HERO.  HE HAD THE COURAGE UNDER FIRE OF THE SNCC KIDS, HE WAS STANDING UP TO THE WHOLE GEORGIA POWER STRUCTURE NOT ONLY AGAINST SEGREGATION BUT ALSO AGAINST THE WAR IN VIETNAM.  HE WAS IN THE VANGUARD FOR JUSTICE WHEN THAT WAS A VERY DANGEROUS THING.  

I SAY ALL THIS TO SHOW HOW FAR WE’VE COME.  TODAY IT IS HARD TO FIND VERY MANY PEOPLE WHO THINK VIETNAM WAS A GOOD WAR.  THE REVISIONIST OFFICIALS OF GEORGIA ARE OFFICIALLY PROUD OF FORMER-STATE SENATOR JULIAN BOND.  AND EVEN SOUTHERN RACISTS LIKE TRENT LOTT GET IN TROUBLE WHEN THE LET SLIP THAT THEY ONCE SUPPORTED SEGREGATION.  SOMETIMES THE VANGUARD BECOMES THE MAINSTREAM.   [JULIAN BOND NOW TEACHES HISTORY AND POLITICS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA — MY ALMA MATER — AND A PLACE WHERE ONLY TOO RECENTLY, HE WAS BARELY ALLOWED TO VISIT.] 

TODAY JULIAN BOND IS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE HALF-MILLION STRONG NAACP, THE OLDEST AND LARGEST CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATION IN THE US.  ALTHOUGH THEY STILL FIGHT RACIST VIOLENCE AND THREATS TO CIVIL RIGHTS EVERY DAY, TODAY’S RIGHT WINGERS HAVE CHANGED THEIR STYLE.  THEY PROFESS SUPPORT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.  AND THIS YEAR THEY PRETEND TO CELEBRATE BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION — WHILE AT THE SAME TIM PUSHING TO DO AWAY WITH AFFIRMATIVE ACTION, FUNDING VOUCHERS FOR PRIVATE ACADEMIES, AND CUTTING TAXES FOR MILLIONAIRES WHILE CUTTING FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS.  JULIAN AND KWEISI MFUME HAVE BEEN WIDELY HAILED FOR REVITALIZING THE NAACP — AND FOR TAKING IT INTO A BOLD NEW PHASE OF ITS PROUD HISTORY, EMPHASIZING A STRONG ECONOMIC AGENDA FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS AND ALL AMERICANS.  UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP THE NAACP WILL BE IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE CRUSADE TO TAKE BACK AMERICA.   

I’M VERY PROUD TO INTRODUCE A LONG-TIME HERO AND A LONG TIME FRIEND.   HE’S A LEADER AND A TEACHER.  

HE’S AN AGITATOR AND A POET.   

BROTHERS AND SISTERS, JULIAN BOND.  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, BROTHERS AND SISTERS.

MY NAME IS ROGER HICKEY.  

ON BEHALF OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR AMERICA’S FUTURE, I WANT TO WELCOME YOU TO THE OUR ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER — ONE IMPORTANT PART OF THE HUGE    3 DAY   CONFERENCE OF CITIZEN ACTIVISTS WE ARE CALLING,        TAKE BACK AMERICA.     

IF YOU WERE HERE THIS AFTERNOON, YOU WERE PART OF KARL ROVE’S WORST NIGHTMARE — OVER 2,000 CITIZEN ACTIVISTS AND LEADERS    WORKING TO TAKE THE DEBATE ABOUT OUR COUNTRY’S FUTURE TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.  

IF THE MASS MEDIA HERE REPORT ONE STORY FROM THIS CONFERENCE, IT SHOULD BE THAT WE ARE ALL UNITED IN A LONG TERM COMMON STRATEGY — FOR 2004 AND BEYOND — TO TAKE BACK AMERICA.  

AT THIS AWARDS DINNER WE WILL HONOR LEADERS IN THAT EFFORT.   AND NOW I WANT TO INTRODUCE SOMEONE WHO WAS KEY TO THIS EVENT’S SUCCESS.    HE WAS PIONEERING CANDIDATE FOR CONGRESS IN MARYLAND.  THE FINANCE CO-CHAIR OF HOWARD DEAN’S AMAZING CAMPAIGN.  FOR A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE PEOPLE WHO MADE THIS DINNER POSSIBLE, PLEASE WELCOME   AN ALL-AROUND FORCE FOR GOOD IN OUR WORLD, DINNER, CO-CHAIR, TERRY LIERMAN.

TERRY SPEAKS:  

TERRY ENDS:  “SO LETS HAVE A ROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR ALL THE PEOPLE WHO MADE THIS DINNER HAPPEN. “ 

HICKEY:   AND NOW, OUR MC FOR THIS EVENING IS A GREAT EXAMPLE OF WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH THE SWING VOTERS.  SHE WAS ONCE A CONSERVATIVE ACTIVIST — AN INTELLECTUAL   AND AUTHOR OF 10 SCHOLARLY BOOKS   WHO SUPPORTED THE NEWT GINGRICH REVOLUTION        — UNTIL SHE CAME TO THE HONEST CONCLUSION THAT REPUBLICANS HAD NO REAL INTEREST IN HELPING THE POOR OR THE MIDDLE CLASS BECAUSE THEY HAVE SOLD OUT TO CORPORATE INTERESTS.    

HER CONVERSION FROM CONSERVATISM TO PROGRESSIVE POPULISM HAS BEEN AS DRAMATIC — AND AS PUBLIC — AS SAINT PAUL’S ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS.   BUT PAUL OF TARSUS, WHILE HE WAS QUITE AN EVANGELIST, DIDN’T HAVE HER INCREDIBLE MASTERY OF THE TELEVISION TALK SHOW.    SHE IS A PROLIFIC WRITER, A NATURAL HUMORIST, AND A VERY EFFECTIVE AND DEDICATED ORGANIZER.  

PLEASE WELCOME THE AUTHOR OF THE TERRIFIC,    BEST-SELLING NEW BOOK, 

FANATICS & FOOLS: THE GAME PLAN FOR WINNING BACK AMERICA,   ---  ARIANNA HUFFINGTON.
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