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MS. MILLER:  Again, let me ask you quickly to take your seats.  I want to remind everyone, or tell everyone that we are audiotaping every session of the conference, so anything you say will be recorded.  The staff will be passing out pieces of paper for questions, and I hope we will have time to take them this morning, and certainly throughout the day.

Now, I want to welcome all of you who are just joining us this morning.  We had a terrific afternoon yesterday with the campaign's co-directors Bob Borosage and Roger Hickey, and we heard inspiring words and thoughts, and direction from Move On's Wes Boyd and Joan Blades, from Julian Bond, and Stan Greenberg, and many others.  It was a terrific afternoon.

And those of you who attended the Gala Dinner last night know what an amazing event that was.  It just doesn't get any better than that.  Congrats again to our award winners Elliot Spitzer, Elaine Jones, and Move On.  Many thanks to our staff who pulled off an astonishing event.

(Applause.)

I have a really big task this morning, and that's to present to you some of the most outstanding thinkers and doers in America today.  Reverend James Forbes, Senior Minister of the Riverside Baptist Church of New York; George Soros, political thinker, philanthropist, and activist extraordinaire, and Tony Villaraigosa, LA city councilman and former speaker of the California Assembly.

But I also want to take a moment before we begin to briefly reflect on the extraordinary political moment that we are living in.  Could it be more obvious that we are nearing the end of the conservative era of politics?  And if you look at the newspapers today, it's obvious that even the media is catching on.  We have a front page story in the Wall Street Journal, and it says:  Hopeful Liberals Seeing Sign of Political Comeback.  The New York Sun, the Atlanta Journal Constitution, and others are talking about what we are doing here today and through the rest of the week.

Even though I say we are nearing the end of the conservative movement, I want to remind you that the right, on the one hand, has never been more powerful than it is today.  It has a hold on all the major, national governmental institutions, the executive branch, both houses of Congress, and increasingly the judiciary.  It has mastered the modern day money politics, and built an independent message machine that is unprecedented in U.S. history.

On the other hand, it is obvious that the right's ideas are bankrupt, exhausted, and failed.  They have no answers to the great challenges that face us as a nation.  Their policies, preemptive tax cuts, preemptive war, top end tax cuts, and environment degradation, privatization, deregulation, and crony capitalism are increasingly understood as part of the problem, not part of the solution.  As a result, an opportunity is emerging on the political horizon, and guess who is here to sow it?  Yes, we progressives are poised to write the next chapter of American history.  We have solutions to the immense problems facing this country.  We have answers to the big questions.  And we have the values, fairness, equality, justice, and democracy.  Such values may seem like old ghosts at the Heritage Foundation, or trite props in Tom DeLay's office, but they are firmly embraced by the vast majority of Americans.  They want, as we do, a democracy that reflects the will of the people, not its largest campaign contributors.  They want prosperity for our children, not a mortgaged future, healthcare for all Americans, good wages for decent jobs, and a country that is truly secure.

(Applause.)

You're going to hear a lot about the progressive agenda for the next few days, and for the next few years we need to make sure that we are positioned to move from the opposition to the proactive architects of a movement, a movement that not only takes back America, but one that moves it forward.

Our work is cut out for us.  Those who hold the reigns of power will not give up without a nasty fight.  And remember, they write the rules.  Also, remember for us that this is not about winning or losing the next election, though we know how we would like that to come out, we're here to build a movement, so win or lose in November, that's our job.

(Applause.)

This is not an impossible task.  In fact, it may be inevitable.  As Bill Moyers told us last year, progressives are on the right side of history.  America's many blessings are as a result of concrete progressive victories.  And he said, our role is to keep the blood pumping through the veins of democracy.  There's much more to be said about that, and much more will be said.

Now, though, I want to turn to someone who can say it far better than I, Reverend James Forbes, Senior Minister of the Riverside Church of New York.

Reverend Forbes grew up in the Pentecostal movement, and is ordained in the American Baptist churches, and the original United Holy Church of America.  For the past 15 years, he has been the senior minister of New York's historic Riverside Church, where he leads a large, interdenominational, interracial, and international congregation.  The Riverside Church is a place where the people of New York are used to their preachers speaking truth to power.

Newsweek Magazine recognized Reverend Forbes as one of the 12 most effective preachers in the English-speaking world.  He has earned three degrees, and has been awarded 13 honorary degrees.  He is one of the most eloquent and articulate voices challenging what is happening in the country today.  Reverend Forbes believes that poverty is a weapon of mass destruction.

(Applause.)

In a recent sermon he asked, what is God thinking about in these times of war?  What does he think about the widening gap between the haves and the have-nots?  What is God thinking about the drift away from parity, equality and justice?  And then, Reverend Forbes answered his own question, he said, God's heartaches, and it is a sin to be silent.

Please welcome Reverend Forbes.

(Applause.)
