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THEY LIED.

PEOPLE DIED.
ON NOVEMBER SECOND, WE DECIDE

WE NEED NEW LEADERSHIP. 

MORE THAN THAT, WE NEED A NEW DIRECTION. 

IN 1996, WHEN I SPOKE TO THE DEMOCRATIC
CONVENTION IN CHICAGO, I POINTED OUT THAT
PROGRESSIVE PUBLIC POLICY CAME FROM THE KEY
COMBINATION OF A GOOD PRESIDENT AND A MOBILIZED PEOPLE. 

GEORGE W. BUSH CAMPAIGNED AS A "COMPASSIONATE CONSERVATIVE", IMPLYING THAT HE WAS LESS DISM-ISSIVE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS AND LABOR COMMUNITY THAN REAGAN WAS, AND MORE OPEN THAN HIS FATHER. BUT HE HAS BEEN A "CLOSED-DOOR CONSERVATIVE." 

IN HIS FOUR YEARS IN OFFICE, HE HAS NEVER MET WITH CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERSHIP. NEVER MET WITH THE NAACP, WHO HAS MET WITH EVERY PRESIDENT SINCE HARDING.
HE'S NEVER MET WITH JOHN SWEENEY AND THE AFL-CIO.

HE'S NEVER MET WITH NOW OR NARAL. 

HE1S CLOSED THE DOOR TO THE OVAL OFFICE ALONG IDEOLOGICAL LINES, LOCKING OUT THOSE WHO DISAGREE WITH HIS POLITICS. 

OUR VOTES CAN OPEN THE WHITE HOUSE BACK UP. WE DESERVE ACCESS TO OUR WHITE HOUSE AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

ON NOVEMBER SECOND, WE CAN ELECT A GOOD
PRESIDENT. ON NOVEMBER THIRD, WE CAN UNLEASH ALL
OF YOU ON THE NEW ADMINISTRATION, TO MAKE SURE PROMISES ARE KEPT, WAR TURNS INTO PEACE,
INEQUALITY BECOMES JOBS AND JUSTICE. 

AS PROGRESSIVES — CIVIL RIGHTS, LABOR, ENVIRONMENTAL, PEACE AND GENDER EQUITY ACTIVISTS — WE WANT JOHN KERRY TO WIN. BUT WE ALSO WANT
THE TIME-HONORED LEGACY OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

VISION OF A ONE- BIG-TENT AMERICA TO WIN — BECAUSE WE ARE CLEAR THAT INCLUSION AND EXPANSION LEAD TO GROWTH, LIFTING THE BOATS MIRED AT THE BOTTOM. IT IS MORALLY RIGHT AND V ALOE-ADDED FOR OUR SOCIETY. 

WE WANT A NEW PRESIDENT, AND A NEW DIRECTION, AND NEW PRIORITIES. YOU REALLY CANNOT HAVE ONE WITHOUT THE OTHERS. WE WANT THEM ALL! 

LET'S LOOK AT THE FIRST ISSUE TO ADDRESS: REACHING 

ACROSS THE RACIAL DIVIDE, TO REGISTER AND MOBILIZE THE HUGE NUMBER OF PRO-DEMOCRATIC, PRO-LABOR UNREGISTERED PEOPLE OF COLOR. WE WILL WIN OR
LOSE BY THE MARGIN OF THEIR INVOLVEMENT AND INSPIRATION, OR THEIR DESPAIR. 

WE CAN AFFORD FOR THEM TO MISS CONFERENCES, BUT WE CANNOT AFFORD FOR THEM TO MISS ELECTION DAY. OFTEN CONSERVATIVES OPPRESS THEM AND PUSH THEM OUT; AND TOO OFTEN TOP DEMOCRATS WRITE THEM OFF. BOTH PARTIES ASSUME THE FIGHT IS FOR THE PRESENT VOTING POOL. BUT THE 30/40/30 EQUATION IS FAULTY.
IT ASSUMES A STATIC 30% OF VOTERS ARE ON THE LEFT, 30% ON THE RIGHT: 40% IN THE MIDDLE. THIS STATIC THEORY MISSES THE FACT THAT THERE ARE SO MANY 

UNREGISTERED VOTERS WHO CAN CHANGE THE BALANCE IF THEY ARE BROUGHT INTO THE PICTURE. 

WE NEED TO EXPAND THE POOL, TO EXPAND THE ROLE
OF THE POOR. MANY TOP DEMOCRATS HAVE MIXED EMOTIONS OR WRITE THEM OFF. THEY WANT THE VOTES OF THIS GREAT GROUP, BUT IGNORE THEIR ISSUES. BUT WE NEED TO GET THEM IN, AND GROW OUR BASE VOTE. WE MUST ADDRESS THE ISSUES OF THEIR LIVES. WE
NEED TO REACH THEM ON THE GROUND. THEY CANNOT
BE REACHED ONLY BY AN AIR WAR OF TV ADS. 

IN REALITY, THEIR ISSUES ARE AMERICA'S ISSUES — AND THEY ARE KEY TO A COALITION FOR VICTORY. FOR EXAMPLE, IN SOUTH CAROLINA, TRADE POLICIES, UNION POLICIES, EDUCATION POLICIES, AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICIES COME TOGETHER. IF THESE VOTERS ARE ENFRANCHISED AND EMPOWERED, THEIR NUMBERS ARE KEY TO VICTORY FOR DEMOCRATS AND FOR LABOR. 

<DATA ON UNREGISTERED BLACKS IN SEVERAL STATES. 
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LABOR UNIONS WERE BORN WHEN SLAVERY ENDED. LABOR CAN BE BORN AGAIN WHEN RACIAL OPPRESSION AND WORKER MARGINALIZATION END IN THE SOUTH. 

IN 1986, BASED ON SOUTHERN BLACK MOTIVATION AND VIGOROUS VOTER REGISTRATION, WE REGAINED THE SENATE AT THE HEIGHT OF REAGAN'S POPULARITY. IT
WAS HARDLY ATTRIBUTED TO THE 1984 CAMPAIGN, AND 

THE MOTIVATION OF THE 2 MILLION NEW BASE VOTERS WHO WERE PRO-LABOR, PRO-DEMOCRAT AND ANTI- STATES-RIGHTS. 

THEY HELPED ELECT CLINTON IN 1992 AND 1996. 

THEY WERE THE KEY TO GORE WINNING THE MOST VOTES IN 2000. AND HIS ELECTION WAS STOLEN BY THE MARGIN OF DISCOUNTED, UNCOUNTED AND DISENFRANCHISED BLACK VOTERS — FOR EXAMPLE, VOTER SCRUBBING BY MS. HARRIS IN FLORIDA. 

PROGRESSIVES OFTEN HAVE RIGHT IDEAS, BUT THEIR FUEL TO DRIVE THE ENGINE MUST BE CONNECTED TO
THE BASE POWER. I HOPE THAT THE CULTURAL DISCONNECT BETWEEN PROGRESSIVE WHITES AND BLACKS AND LATINOS WILL NOT LEAVE US LIMPING AT LESS THAN FULL STRENGTH. 

SECONDLY, THE WAR IN IRAQ — A WAR OF CHOICE, NOT OF NECESSITY; A VAIN JOURNEY ROOTED IN DECEPTION AND GREED. THE SHAME OF THE WAR IS WHAT BUSH DID
WITH HIS AUTHORITY. HE CHOSE CHALABI OVER HANS BLIX, KOFI ANNAN, THE U.N., GERMANY, FRANCE AND RUSSIA. HE CHOSE WOLFOWITZ AND PERLE OVER COLIN POWELL AND HIS MISGIVINGS. BUSH LOOSED RUMSFELD TO BERATE OUR EUROPEAN ALLIES WITH HIS "OUR WAY
OR THE HIGHW AY" ARROGANCE. THE BURDEN IS ON THIS ADMINISTRATION. THE U.S. FOUND NO EVIDENCE OF IMMINENT THREAT, AL QAEDA CONNECTIONS, OR WMDS. WE HAVE LOST LIVES, SPENT BILLIONS, AND NOW LOST OUR NATIONAL HONOR. THE U.S. IS IN DISGRACE AND ISOLATION IN IRAQ. 

WE HAVE GONE FROM PREEMPTIVE STRIKE — IGNORING INTERNATIONAL LAW — TO INVASION, OCCUPATION, AND NOW WE SEEK TO CONQUER, AND PUT A VENEER OF A HAND-PICKED DEMOCRACY OVER THE IRAQI PEOPLE. 

AMERICA MUST BE GIVEN A CHOICE — AWAY FROM THIS VAIN AND FAILED WAR POLICY AND A WEAKENED
AMERICA. TO GO FURTHER DOWN THIS ROAD IS TO BE BLINDED BY A FOOLISH PRIDE THAT PRECEDES THE FALL. THE U.S. WENT IN ALONG WITH PRIVATE SECURITY GUARDS AND A FEW BRITS — BUT WE NEED THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO COME TO OUR RESCUE. 

THERE NEEDS TO BE A CLEAR GAP BETWEEN SENATOR KERRY AND THE BUSH POSITION — AND THE BIGGER THE GAP ON THE WAR, THE BIGGER THE MARGIN OF VICTORY IN NOVEMBER.
ONE REASON TO END THIS WAR BASED ON LIES. IS THAT IT IS BLUE-COLLAR BOYS AND GIRLS THAT ARE DOING THE DYING. AND ANOTHER REASON IS THE ONE THAT DR. 

KING RAISED DURING VIETNAM — WE CAN'T AFFORD BOTH GUNS AND BUTTER — AN EXPENSIVE WAR OF EMPIRE WILL DRAIN OUR PROGRAMS OF SOCIAL UPLIFT. 

THIS WAR HAS ALREADY COST MORE THAN THE 

COMBINED COSTS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR, THE 

WAR OF 1812, THE MEXICAN WAR, THE CIVIL WAR, THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR, AND THE PERSIAN GULF WAR COMBINED — AND NOW IT HAS EXCEEDED THE COST OF WORLD WAR ONE.
AND THEY JUST ADMITTED THAT THEY WILL BE SLASHING SOCIAL PROGRAMS NEXT YEAR. THE WAR IS RUINING OUR ECONOMY. 

THIRDLY: ECONOMIC ISSUES AND WAR PRIORITIES ARE INEXTRICABLY BOUND TOGETHER. 

WE NEED TO FIND ECONOMIC COMMON GROUND IN THE BATTLEGROUNDS, SO WE CAN REACH HIGHER GROUND. 

THE COMBINATION OF TAX GIFTS AND OFF-SHORE TAX AVOIDANCE SCHEMES FOR WEALTHY AMERICANS, $200 BILLION FOR IRAQ DESTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION, 

WITH NO-BID CONTRACTS, AND THE SUBSEQUENT
RECORD DEFICIT, WIPE OUT THE RESOURCES FOR REINVESTING IN AMERICA. OUR INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS REBUILDING. OUR SCHOOLS NEED REBUILDING. HEALTH CARE NEEDS TO BE EXPANDED 

IN ECONOMICS THERE IS A SCHOOL OF THOUGHT THAT FAVORS TAX CUTS AND TRICKLE DOWN. THERE IS ANOTHER SCHOOL THAT SAYS INVEST IN INFRASTRUCTURE, ATTRACT PRIVATE CAPITAL, AND DEVELOP UP. 
IT IS NOT REASONABLE IN A TIGHTLY BOUND WORLD COMMUNITY TO GLOBALIZE CAPITAL WITHOUT GLOBALIZING HUMAN RIGHTS, WORKERS' RIGHTS, WOMEN'S RIGHTS, CHILDREN'S RIGHTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS. TO EXPORT JOBS AND CAPITAL AND IMPORT CHEAP PRODUCTS AND GUEST WORKERS LEADS TOWARD A DEAD RECKONING ON THE ECONOMIC SCALE. AS THE GAP EXPANDS BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH, THE RICHEST AND THE POOREST, THE WALLS BEING ERECTED CANNOT BE DEFENDED BY CANNONS
AND MISSILES. WE MUST BUILD BRIDGES. 

OUR PRESENT POLICIES STIMULATE REACTIONS OF TERROR AND PAIN. WE MUST HAVE A BROADER VIEW OF OUR MISSION. WE CAN LEAD THE WORLD BY OUR VALUES 

 —  FREEDOM OF SPEECH, CHECKS AND BALANCES, EQUAL JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS, TRANSPARENCY…. WE CANNOT DOMINATE THE WORLD WITH OUR GUNS. 

FINALLY: BACK TO BASICS  — REINVEST IN AMERICA: PUT AMERICA BACK TO WORK. 

NEXT WEEK — JUNE 6 TO 9 — WE GO TO APPALACHIA. MINE WORKERS, CHEMICAL WORKERS, STEEL WORKERS, AFSCME, AFGE, ELECTRICAL WORKERS ARE GOING TO THE HILLS. 

WWW.REINVESTINAMERICA.COM
STARTING IN PITTSBURGH, TO WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA, WEST VIRGINIA, SOUTHERN KENTUCKY, EASTERN OHIO — WE WILL AGAIN RAISE THE ISSUES OF THE WORKING POOR. 

COAL MINERS DIE OF "BLACK LUNG"
CHILDREN RIDING 2 ½ HOURS EACH WAY TO SCHOOL

(NO DISCUSSION OF VOUCHER OR CHARTER 

SCHOOLS FOR THESE CHILDREN!) 
PLANTS CLOSING AND JOBS LEA VING 

WHY APPALACHIA? TO TAKE AWAY THE RACE CARD FROM THE RIGHT WING. TO WHITEN THE FACE OF POVERTY. TO DE-RACIALIZE THE DEBATE ABOUT REBUILDING AMERICA. WHEN JOHN KENNEDY CAMPAIGNED IN HARLEM, HE HELD UP A BLACK BABY — BUT HE WAS DISMISSED. BUT BOBBY KENNEDY, HOLDING UP A WHITE BABY IN APPALACHIA, POOR, HUNGRY, BLOATED STOMACH — THAT WHITENED THE FACE OF POVERTY. THAT LITTLE WHITE BABY DROVE THE PUBLIC AGENDA. BECAUSE MOST POOR PEOPLE ARE NOT BLACK OR BROWN — THEY'RE WHITE, FEMALE, AND YOUNG —  TWO-THIRDS ARE CHILDREN. 

WE WILL CHALLENGE WHITES TO CHOOSE ECONOMIC COMMON GROUND OVER RACIAL FEAR AND CULTURAL WEDGES. WE WILL CHALLENGE BLACKS TO CHOOSE
HOPE OVER DESPAIR. 

WE MUST BREAK THE POLICIES AND DWARF VISIONS THAT WILL NOT WORK. 

WE NEED TO PROTECT OUR VOTE. CONGRESSMAN JACKSON IS RIGHT: WE NEED A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO VOTE FOR THE PRESIDENT, SO STATES-RIGHTS FORCES WILL NOT REMAIN IN POWER TO STEAL FEDERAL ELECTIONS. WE NEED THE CONSTITUTIONALLY PROTECTIONS, NOT STATES-RIGHTS SCHEMES. 

WE NEED EQUAL, HIGH-QUALITY PUBLIC EDUCATION FOR ALL. 

WE NEED EQUAL, HIGH-QUALITY PUBLIC HEALTH CARE FOR ALL. 

WE NEED A NEW PRESIDENT! WE NEED A NEW
DIRECTION! 

WE NEED A NEW SUPREME COURT WITH MORAL AUTHORITY . 

WE NEED A LONG-TERM VIEW OF NATIONAL INTEREST,
NOT LIMITED BY SHORT-TERM POLITICS. WE NEED WORKERS TO HAVE THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE AT THE TABLE IN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS. WE NEED CIVIL RIGHTS 

PROTECTED FOR ALL — NOT PRIVILEGES FOR AN EXALTED 

FEW. 

ALL OF THIS AND MORE IS WITHIN OUR REACH — UNLIKE PAST YEARS WHEN... 

-- THERE WAS NO INTERNET 

-- WOMEN DID NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE 

-- WORKERS DID NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE AT ALL 

-- RACES DID NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO ASSOCIATE 

-- PEOPLE OF COLOR DID NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE, AND
-- RURAL BLACKS WERE INTIMIDATED AND HAMPERED BY 

POLL TAXES. 

TODAY WE HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE OUR OBJECTIVE CONDITIONS. 

THE RIGHT WING IS NOT THAT POPULAR. .IT IS SUSTAINED BY MONEY, AND BY OUR SIDE'S FAILURE TO EXERCISE OUR FULL POLITICAL POWER, BY OUR FAILURE TO REGISTER AND VOTE OUR WHOLE TEAM. HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN EVERY STATE IN THE SOUTH — NOT REGISTERED OR NOT VOTING. 

MORE THAN FIVE MILLION UNREGISTERED CITIZEN LATINOS IN THE U.S., TODAY. WE SHOULD BE GROWING OUR BASE. 

WE WIN WITH AFRICAN AMERICANS. WE WIN WITH LATINOS. WE WIN WITH SINGLE WOMEN. WE WIN WITH NEW VOTERS, ESPECIALLY THE YOUNG. 

IF WE WANT TO WIN THE PRESIDENCY, WE NEED COMMON GROUND ECONOMIC MESSAGES FOR THE MIDWEST. 

IF WE WANT TO WIN BACK THE SENATE, AND EVEN THE HOUSE, WE HAVE TO TRY A NEW SOUTHERN STRATEGY. WE HAVE TO BOLDLY ENTER THE SOUTHERN RED ZONE, WHERE THE GOING IS TOUGHEST. 

IF WE WANT TO WIN THE FUTURE, WE HAVE TO FORGE A BLACK/BROWN COALITION TO REGISTER AND MOBILIZE MILLIONS OF NEW LATINOS. 

THE FORMULA IS STRAIGHTFORWARD: 

*REGISTER NEW AFRICAN AMERICAN AND LATINO VOTERS; 

* STRENGTHEN ALLIANCES WITH LABOR, AND WITH 

WORKERS WHO WOULD BE IN UNIONS IF THE RULES WERE FAIR; 

*TALK DIRECTLY TO WORKING MEN AND WOMEN ABOUT COMMON GROUND ECONOMIC INTERESTS — JOBS, LIVING WAGES, HEALTH CARE, AND ECONOMIC SECURITY;
*REACH OUT SPECIFICALLY TO SINGLE WOMEN, WHO ALWAYS GET THE SHORT END OF THE ECONOMIC STICK; *USE SOCIAL ISSUES TO WIN OVER SUBURBAN WOMEN; *TAKE YOUNG PEOPLE SERIOUSLY; 

*SPEND MONEY ON ORGANIZERS, NOT JUST TV ADS; AND, *INCREASE VOTER TURNOUT. 

AND ONE MORE THING — COUNT EVERY VOTE — MAKE EVERY VOTE COUNT. WE CAN HOPE FOR A LANDSLIDE — WE NEED ONE, TO TAKE BACK THE SENATE AND HOUSE — 

BUT WE SHOULD WORK EVERY DAY AS IF EVERY STATE, EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD, WERE FLORIDA. 

REMEMBER FLORIDA. EVERY VOTE COUNTS
REMEMBER FLORIDA. MINORITY VOTES ARE
DISCOUNTED. 

REMEMBER FLORIDA. THE RIGHT TAKES WHAT THEY CAN, NOT WHAT THEY WON. 

REMEMBER FLORIDA. EVERY VOTE COUNTS. COUNT

EVERY VOTE. 

IF WE REMEMBER THESE RULES, AND WORK ON THEM EVERY SINGLE DAY FOR THE NEXT .150 DAYS, WE WILL WIN. 

OUR DESTINY IS IN OUR HANDS! WE HAVE THE POWER TO VOTE FOR A NEW DIRECTION. 

TOGETHER, ON COMMON GROUND, WE WIN. TOGETHER, KEEPING HOPE ALIVE, WE WIN. TOGETHER, MOBILIZING FOR NOVEMBER SECOND, AND THEN RE-MOBILIZING FOR NOVEMBER THIRD, WE WILL WIN — WE WILL DESERVE TO WIN — AND WE WILL CHANGE THE DIRECTION OF OUR NATION. 

"IF MY PEOPLE, WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME..."
KEEP HOPE ALIVE I AND THANK YOU.
