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New Energy for America 
The Problem 
America’s energy policy is running on empty. Families are strapped by rising gas and 
heating costs. We’re shipping billions to oil producers abroad. Our security is weakened by 
deepening dependence on foreign oil. Catastrophic climate change is a real and present 
danger. And, thanks to years of Bush administration denials and obstruction, we are running 
out of time. 

Families are now spending an annual average of $1,702 more for home heating oil and 
$2,327 more to fill up their cars than in 2000. 

Last year, we spent $237 billion on foreign oil1, with the help of borrowed money from the 
Chinese. Meanwhile, we’ve lost 3.7 million manufacturing jobs over the course of the  
Bush administration. 

The warning signs of catastrophic climate change are all around us. The Arctic is melting at 
a record pace. Wildfires are burning hotter and longer. A record number of Category 5 
hurricanes have formed in the Atlantic Ocean this decade. Hunting seasons and wildlife 
habitats are beginning to be adversely impacted.  

The genius of America is to turn crisis into opportunity. If we change policy – launch a 
concerted drive for energy independence, we can put millions of Americans to work 
generating clean, affordable energy alternatives and maximizing energy efficiency. What’s 
stopping us from creating jobs, saving money and saving the planet? 

The Reason 
The path to a clean energy economy has been blocked by the Bush administration and its 
Republican congressional allies who scorn the threat posed by global warming, and 
discount the growing economic and security costs of reliance on foreign oil. Instead of 
seeing the transition to renewable energy and conservation as an opportunity, they 
denounce it as a threat to our economy. And their do-nothing, know-nothing policies are 
reinforced by entrenched corporate lobbies. 

ExxonMobil reported the largest profits of any company in history – over $40 billion. Yet 
Republicans in Congress blocked efforts to invest in renewable energy. 

We spent $237 billion on imported oil last year, and we’ve blown more than $500 billion on 
Iraq so far2, as our national security has been weakened by relying on – and occupying – 
volatile regions of the world.  
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Hunters, fishermen, and farmers all attest to the startling changes wrought by global 
warming. After years of denial, President Bush has finally admitted that something is 
happening, yet his administration continues to cook the books, pressuring government 
scientists to downplay the data and mislead the public.  

For too long, conservatives have been subsidizing the disease and starving the cure. We 
don’t have to continue the failed policies that perpetuate the addiction to oil and put our 
pocketbooks and planet at risk. We have a choice. 

The Solution 
We need a concerted national initiative – a 10 year plan like John Kennedy’s Apollo Initiative 
that took us to the moon – to move us to a new energy economy, creating jobs, 
strengthening our security and resolving the climate crisis. We can weatherize homes and 
office buildings, saving money on reduced energy costs. We can move to renewable energy 
sources – wind, solar, biofuels – that already exist. We can mobilize science and technology 
and the imaginations of the young to build the next generation of energy-efficient 
appliances, batteries, advanced automotive technologies.  

If we take the initiative, we can then help lead the world into the imperative cooperative 
efforts to curb carbon emissions and address global warming. With the revenue we generate 
by scrapping giveaways to Big Oil and auctioning off carbon allowances, we can create 
millions of new jobs in renewable and low carbon energy production, green building 
construction and retrofits, and the manufacture of new energy-efficient products – good-
paying jobs that can’t be easily outsourced. Rather than shipping billions abroad for oil, we’ll 
profit from taking the lead in the growing markets for green technology. We can develop the 
clean coal technologies vital to the transition to sustainable energy, explore the benefits and 
costs of a new generation of nuclear power. We’ll provide sustainable and affordable fuel 
options for consumers and businesses. We’ll fortify our economy and our security while 
creating jobs, saving money and saving the planet. There’s no reason to wait, and no time to 
lose. 
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Telling the Story 
 Stories to Look for 

 Individuals forced to choose between heating homes and other  
basic necessities 

 Ideas that must be acted on but need capital – such as better car batteries, 
carbon capture and sequestration technology cancelled by Bush 
administration, and solar panel technology 

 Commuters faced with rising fuel costs and inadequate public transportation 

 Laid-off workers eager to train for “green-collar” jobs, or entrepreneurs  
getting started 

 Companies or schools that have gone green and reduced heating costs 

 Small business or farm forced to make cuts (in labor, benefits, production, etc.) 
because of increased cost of energy in production 

Spotlight Story #1   

SAN JOSE, Calif., May 2 — Strangers are flocking to Eric and Nicole 
Jorgensen's boxy 50-year-old tract house. With energy on nearly everyone's 
mind, the Jorgensens' place — with solar panels on the back roof, a sun oven 
in the backyard and a meter that runs backward — is a full-scale attraction. It 
draws fifth-grade classes, international news crews and fellow homeowners. 

"California has so much sun that it's silly everyone isn't doing this," said Mr. 
Jorgensen, 34, a physicist at Stanford University. He hitched his house to the 
sun and wind last October, and it now produces more energy than it uses.3 

From the New York Times, May 3, 2001 
 

Spotlight Story #2 

SWEETWATER, Tex. — The wind turbines that recently went up on Louis 
Brooks’s ranch are twice as high as the Statue of Liberty, with blades that span 
as wide as the wingspan of a jumbo jet. “That’s just money you’re hearing,” he 
said as the turbines hummed in a brisk breeze recently. 

Teenagers who used to flee small towns like Sweetwater after high school are 
sticking around to take technical courses in local junior colleges and then work 
on wind farms. Marginal ranches and cotton farms are worth more with wind 
turbines on them. 

“Wind has invigorated our business like you wouldn’t believe,” said Marty 
Foust, local shopkeeper. “We’re now in our own bubble.”4 

From the New York Times, February 23, 2008 
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Hot Facts 
 Bush’s energy policy has kept us addicted to oil. 

 We spent $237 billion on imported crude oil last year.5 

 Despite enjoying record profits from sky-high gas prices, oil companies get 
billions in tax breaks and government subsidies.6  

 In 2007, Senate Republicans used a filibuster to block a clean energy bill that 
would have stripped subsidies from Big Oil and invested in renewable energy.7 

 The new Congress was able to raise fuel-efficiency standards to 35 mph by 
2020, but that alone won’t cut greenhouse gas emissions and achieve  
energy independence. 

 Big Oil reaps windfall profits from our failed energy policy. 
 ExxonMobil posted the highest annual profit ever for a U.S. company, $40.61 

billion in 2007.8 

 Working Americans bear the brunt of our failed energy policy. 
 The price of both gasoline and home heating oil has more than doubled since 

January 2001.9 

 Families spend $1,702 more to heat their homes than in 2000.10 

 Families spend $2,327 more to fuel their cars than in 2000.11 

 Despite years of denial by Bush and Republicans in Congress, the 
climate crisis grows worse and the dangers are accelerating.  

 Arctic ice caps are melting at a record pace.12 

 Wildfires are burning hotter and longer.13 

 A record number of Category 5 hurricanes have formed in the Atlantic Ocean 
this decade.14 

 Even hunting seasons and wildlife habitats are beginning to be  
adversely impacted.15 

 Lake Mead, which supplies water to Phoenix and Las Vegas, is drying up.16 

 Climate change is an urgent economic threat. 
 The British government projects a 10-20% decline in global economic activity – 

comparable to Great Depression.17 

 Unstable climate will decrease food production and water supplies.18 

 Investment in new energy is good for the economy. 
 Most jobs producing renewable energy will be in manufacturing, helping 

reverse the recent loss of nearly 4 million manufacturing jobs.19 

 Addressing climate change will be much cheaper than dealing with  
the consequences.20 
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Public Pulse 
 Americans are tired of rising fuel prices and want a new energy policy. 

 65% say our energy policy is seriously on the wrong track.21  
(Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Poll, April 2007) 

 81% of Americans think gas prices are “unreasonable” when “compared to the 
prices of most other things [they] buy.”22  

(CNN/Opinion Research Corporation Poll, May 2007) 

 63% of Americans say that recent price increases in gas causes them 
“financial hardships.”23  
(CNN/Opinion Research Corporation Poll, November 2007) 

 66% of Americans have had to reduce their driving, turn down the thermostat, 
or cut back on other expenses. 49% have changed their vacation plans.24 
(AP/IPSOS Public Affairs Poll, May 2006) 

 Americans support an energy policy based on public investment in  
new energy. 

 64% of Americans are “willing to pay higher taxes on gasoline and other fuels if 
the money was used for research into renewable sources like solar and wind 
energy.” Only 33% are unwilling.25 (CBS/New York Times Poll, April 2007) 

 75% of Americans would be willing to pay more for electricity if it were 
generated by renewable sources like solar or wind energy in order to help 
reduce global warming.26 (CBS/New York Times Poll, April 2007)  

 Concern about global warming adds urgency for a new energy policy. 
 76% of people believe the effects of global warming are apparent now.27 

(Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Poll, April 2007) 

 Seven in ten Americans think that the federal government should do more to 
address global warming.28 (ABC News/Washington Post Poll, April 2007) 

 Energy transition raises difficult issues. 
 Nuclear power: Many conservatives and some experts argue for nuclear 

power, which many unions and some environmental groups support as a 
necessary part of dealing with global warming. Others worry about how we 
safely store waste that remains radioactive for thousands of years. 

 Coal: We have plentiful reserves of coal, which supplies a large portion of our 
energy needs. Some environmental activists argue against any further coal – 
burning plants. Others, and many unions, push hard for clean coal – a process 
that seeks to gassify the carbon, and store it back in the earth. Coal is a central 
energy source in China, Eastern Europe and elsewhere, so many scientists 
think developing clean coal is an imperative.  
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Message Box 
Us on Us Them on Us 

We should launch a concerted drive for 
new energy – investing in renewable 
energy, conservation and new green 
innovation. We can generate millions of 
jobs, gain energy independence, reduce 
our trade deficits, address global warming 
and strengthen our security. 

The market not the government should 
define the right energy mix. They’ll just 
waste your money on subsidies and 
boondoggles. With the price of oil 
where it is, private investment is 
already building alternatives.  

And their burdensome regulations and 
limits will tax our companies and 
damage our economy at the very time 
it least can afford it. 

Us on Them Them on Them 

They’re subsidizing the disease and 
starving the cure. They’ve done nothing as 
oil prices have soared and the climate 
crisis has gotten worse.  

Republicans in Congress blocked efforts 
to rollback subsidies to Big Oil and use 
that money to invest in renewable energy. 
Yet you pay a lot more at the pump than 
you ever saw in Bush’s tax cuts.  

We need a comprehensive energy 
plan, but one that is based on markets 
and competition, not on government.  

Lower taxes, so the market can take 
the lead in developing technology to 
cut greenhouse gas emissions. 

We should open up oil fields here at 
home, and get rid of the red tape that 
blocks the development of domestic 
energy sources, like nuclear power.  
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Additional Resources 
Campaign for America’s Future: New Energy 
http://ourfuture.org/energy 

Apollo Alliance 
http://apolloalliance.org/ 

Ella Baker Center: Green-Collar Jobs Campaign 
http://ellabakercenter.org/page.php?pageid=5 

Union of Concerned Scientists: Clean Energy 
http://www.ucsusa.org/clean_energy/ 

League of Conservation Voters: 2008 Presidential Primaries Voter Guide 
http://www.lcv.org/voterguide/ 

Grist: Energy 
http://grist.org/topic/energy 
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